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was possible to discuss educational questions such as one would
only expect the specialist to be interested in with people of
various professions. For example, the commandant of the Red
Army Club in Kharkov, whose military rank was equivalent
to that of a general, discussed with me the Project Method.
One or two of the numerous incidents that came my way will
help to illustrate what free education means in the U.S.S.R.
The first occurred in the Leningrad State University. I was in-
terviewing the Director. The door opened and there appeared
a girl and boy student. Unabashed by the sight of a visitor,
they came in, perched themselves on the window-sill, and
prepared to wait till the Director was free. Very soon they took
part in the interview. By the time I was ready to be shown round
the university we had become so friendly that they both accom-
panied us. It was then that the youth told me his story, which
he insisted was quite common. He had been one of the homeless
children on the streets, who had lost his parents. He was taken
into a home and given the elements of education and taught a
trade. Following the normal course, he went into a factory.
While there his ambition for further study was aroused. He
attended the rabfac, the preparatory course organised by the
factory for those wishing to enter a university. He completed
Ms course successfully and was accepted by the Leningrad
University. Now he was in his third year, specialising in electro-
physics, and was chairman of his sector. Both the students came
back to my hotel with me and he insisted on paying my fare,
saying quite seriously that he was better off than I.
The psychology lecturer at a pedagogical institute, who was
reading for his professorship, had until a few years ago been
a shepherd lad on the steppes of Kazakstan. More striking still
is the case of a servant of some friends of mine. The husband
and wife, being both at the university, needed a servant. They
found an illiterate young peasant woman at the station. They
taught her to read and write and she attended classes. When
my friends were sent to America they put Masha into a factory*
About two years after their departure my friend received &